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CABINET - INFORMATION REPORT

To:   Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen

WELSH GOVERNMENT WARM HOMES - ARBED 
SCHEME 

1.0 SUMMARY OF THE REPORT

1.1 Arbed am Byth have been appointed by the Welsh Government to arrange the 
installation of energy efficiency measures, like central heating or insulation in homes 
across Wales as part of the Welsh Government Warm Homes - Arbed scheme

1.2 The aim of the scheme is to help eradicate fuel poverty by identifying and installing 
where appropriate energy efficiency measures in properties in areas of severe fuel 
poverty across Wales.

1.3 The Arbed scheme provides a range of energy efficiency measures, including 
insulation, efficient heating systems and more, to households who are struggling with 
the cost of high energy bills, making homes warmer, more comfortable and more 
affordable to heat.

1.4 Officers have been working with Arbed am Byth to look at a scheme for Merthyr 
Tydfil using mapped data to define E, F & G rated privately owned properties across 
the borough.

1.5 The identified areas have been targeted in Penydarren and Dowlais (723 properties) 
and Twynyrodyn and Ynysfach (499 properties).  The areas have been identified 
using Energy Performance Certificate data coupled with Energy Savings Trust Home 
Analytics data.
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1.6 In February 2019, Welsh Government approved the Merthyr Tydfil scheme enabling 
Arbed am Byth to commence the engagement process with the community.  The 
scheme will target privately owned properties only.

1.7 In April 2019, Arbed am Byth will organise engagement events within the area-based 
scheme collaborating with the local authority to identify properties for inclusion in the 
scheme.  

2.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND

2.1 Arbed am Byth have been appointed by the Welsh Government to arrange the 
installation of energy efficiency measures, like central heating or insulation in homes 
across Wales as part of the Welsh Government Warm Homes - Arbed scheme.

2.2 The scheme is funded by the Welsh Government and the European Regional 
Development Fund.  The aim of the scheme is to help eradicate fuel poverty by 
identifying and installing where appropriate energy efficiency measures in properties 
in areas of severe fuel poverty across Wales. 

2.3 Arbed am Byth will work with Local Authorities across Wales to identify such areas 
and to propose area based schemes which will tackle fuel poverty.  

    
2.4 The Arbed scheme provides a range of energy efficiency measures, including 

insulation, efficient heating systems and more, to households who are struggling with 
the cost of high energy bills, making homes warmer, more comfortable and more 
affordable to heat. The measures installed will depend on the recommendations of a 
qualified and independent energy assessor following a Whole House Assessment of 
each property.

2.5 Arbed am Byth is focused on delivering community benefits throughout the lifecycle 
of the contract and is committed to working with and supporting highly-skilled sub-
contractors, taken from communities across Wales, that can provide a genuinely 
local service.

2.6 Local communities will play a vital role in both supporting and benefitting from the 
schemes, and the targeted regeneration investment will help create local jobs, 
enhance skills and employability, and create the environment for businesses to grow 
and thrive. 

2.7 The expected outcome for the public through the delivery of the Programme includes 
installation of free energy efficiency measures, energy bills being decreased, 
supporting those in fuel poverty, improved health by living in a warmer home

3.0 PROPOSAL FOR MERTHYR TYDFIL

3.1 Officers have been working with Arbed am Byth to look at a scheme for Merthyr 
Tydfil using mapped data to define E, F & G rated privately owned properties across 
the borough.  The identified areas have been targeted in Penydarren and Dowlais 
(723 properties) and Twynyrodyn and Ynysfach (499 properties).  The areas have 



been identified using Energy Performance Certificate data coupled with Energy 
Savings Trust Home Analytics data. The Council had no involvement in choosing 
properties or areas as these were identified using a set of energy output metrics. 

3.2 In February 2019, Welsh Government approved the Merthyr Tydfil scheme enabling 
Arbed am Byth to commence the engagement process with the community.  The 
scheme will target privately owned properties only. 

3.3 The local authority will provide support to Arbed am Byth during the community 
engagement process at the front end and will monitor the delivery of the scheme and 
the impact / success it has had in Merthyr.  

3.4 In April 2019, Arbed am Byth will organise engagement events within the area-based 
scheme collaborating with the local authority to identify properties for inclusion in the 
scheme.  The local authority will send out the first letter inviting residents to the 
engagement event.  Arbed am Byth and Council Officers will then engage with 
residents and manage the whole of the customer journey to completion of the 
installation and sign off.

3.5 Arbed am Byth will write the application to Welsh Government on behalf of the 
Authority.  They will also manage the contractors on the scheme, will pay for the 
works to be undertaken and make the financial claims to WG.  

4.0 FINANCIAL IMPLICATION(S)

4.1 There are no financial implications on the local authority.  The energy efficiency 
measures applied to each property will be funded by Welsh Government.  Any 
additional pre-works required will be financed by the property owner.  Officer time will 
be allocated to support the implementation of the scheme and to monitor progress 
over the delivery period. 

5.0 INTEGRATED IMPACT ASSESSMENT
Positive 
Impacts

Negative 
Impacts

Not 
Applicable 

1. Merthyr Tydfil Well-being 
Objectives  3 of 4 0 of 4 1 of 4

2. Sustainable Development 
Principles - How have you 
considered the five ways of 
working:

 Long term
 Prevention
 Integration
 Collaboration
 Involvement

5 of 5 0 of 5 0 of 5

3. Protected Characteristics 
(including Welsh Language) 1 of 10 0 of 10 9 of 10



4. Biodiversity 0 of 1 0 of 1 1 of 1

Summary:

The main positive impacts are that the delivery of the Arbed am Byth Programme will 
target fuel poverty in Merthyr Tydfil and will help the reduction of carbon emissions. 

No negative impacts have been identified.

ALYN OWEN
CHIEF OFFICER COMMUNITY 
REGENERATION 

COUNCILLOR GERAINT THOMAS
CABINET MEMBER FOR 

REGENERATION AND PUBLIC 
PROTECTION
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Does the report contain any issue that may impact the Council’s 
Constitution? 

Consultation has been undertaken with the Corporate Management Team in respect 
of each proposal(s) and recommendation(s) set out in this report. 


